COMMODORE METCALF, COMMODORE BOERNER, MRS. BELK, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
OFFICER AND CREW OF BEAUFORT. TODAY IS BOTH A HAPPY AND SAD OCCASSION AS
WE OBSERVE MASTER CHIEF BELK'S TRANSFER TO THE FLEET RESERVE AFTER 24 YEARS

OF DEVOTED SERVICE SPANNING THE LAST 34 YEARS.

EACH YOUNG MAN WHO ENLISTS IN THE NAVY DOES SO WITH PERSONAL GOALS IN
MIND. THEY MAY BE OF THE SHORT TERM OR LONG BUT IT IS THE MAN WHO CONTINUALLY
DRIVES IN THE DIRECTION OF THESE GOALS AND IS TOTALLY DEDICATED TO THEM,

THAT SUCCEEDS. MASTER CHIEF BELK HAS BEEN, AND IS TODAY, ONE OF THESE

PERSONS WHO DEDICATED HIMSELF AND HAS SUCCEEDED.

ON NOVEMBER 24, 1941 MASTER CHIEF BELK ENLISTED IN THE UNITED STATES
NAVY IN NASHVILLE, TENN. AT THE AGE OF 17. WITH THE ONSET OF WORLD WAR II,
THIS YOUNG MAN WAS PREPARED TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN THE DEFENSE OF HIS
COUNTRY AND ITS POLICIES. UPON GRADUATION FROM BOOT CAMP ON 5 DECEMBER 1941
HE REPORTED TO TREASURE ISLAND TO AWAIT ASSIGNMENT TO HIS FIRST SHIP. THIS
FIRST SHIP WAS THE USS TUCKER (DD-374), THAT TWO DAYS LATER WAS MOORED HERE IN
PEARL HARBOR ON THE THE DAY OF INFAMY. UPON TUCKERS RETURN TO SAN FRANCISCO,
MASTER CHIEF BELK REPORTED ABOARD AND THREE DAYS LATER SET SAIL TO LONG BEACH,
CALIFORNIA. UPON ENTERING THE BREAKWATER AT LONG BEACH, THE TUCKER LOCATED
AND SANK AN ENEMY SUBMARINE. DURING THIS FIRST BATTLE ENCOUNTEREP MASTER CHIEF
BELK WAS ASSIGNED POINTER ON MOUNT 52. THE TUCKER THEN SAILED TO NEW ZEALAND
VIA PEARL HARBOR AND OPERATED IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC SCREENING CONVOYS FOR THE
RESUPPLY EFFORT. SHE ALSO PARTICIPATED IN THE BATTLE OF THE SOLOMANS.

IN THE WINTER OF 1942, THE TUCKER EITHER HIT A MINE OR WAS TORPEDOED AND
SANK OUTSIDE ESPIRIT DE SANTOS. MASTER CHIEF BELK WAS RESCUED A FEW HOURS

LATER BY A MINE SWEEPER IN THE AREA AND TRANSFERRED ASHORE.






